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Preemptive Disaster Response from A to Z
Creating a Community-Based
Disaster—Resistant Village

A disaster is defined as something that occurs naturally, has a detrimental effect on society and its
members, and is beyond our control. This includes natural disasters, such as typhoons, torrential rainfall,
and heavy snowfall, while the infectious disease COVID-19 has brought another type of disaster. On the
other side, disaster response refers to all activities aimed at minimizing the damages caused by a disaster
and bringing a quick recovery. Yeonsu-gu took preemptive actions to strengthen the city against disasters,
and these efforts have been made to lay the foundation for community-based disaster response.

SHOIM g0l El= 91 IIE3SH
Yeonsu-gu's Village Community that Builds up Strength by Staying Together
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In January, Yeonsu-gu held a public contest for the 2021 Yeonsu-gu Warm and Happy Village Support Project.
This project aims to nurture a village where residents cooperate to resolve issues in their community and enrich
the local culture. Of the five support projects, six village communities were selected to create a disaster-resistant

village community, with the initiative launched in May. Let's take a look at the activities carried out by these six
communities and their seven-month journey set to conclude in mid-November.
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Seonhak Village Community Stepping Bridge is carrying out the Disaster-Overcoming Village-Keeper Seonhak
project. This project includes education programs on climate change and disaster safety, disaster-prevention
camps, and map development to identify areas lacking emergency shelters. Through the success of this project,
Seonhak Village Community Stepping Bridge hopes to create a local culture of mutual assistance and cooperation
by overcoming disasters based on solidarity among community members.
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Qasis Village Community in Songdo 1-dong is conducting a
project to produce disaster-response manuals and educational
programs to protect families. Disaster-response-related education
includes disaster-prevention DIY practice and training, field trips
to disaster-safety centers, and response-manual programs for
families. Oasis aims to create disaster-response manuals with
local residents, distribute the manuals to the local community,
and foster disaster-response leaders among the villagers through
various activities. To this end, residents gather online and offline
once a month to share disaster-related information and learn
about the current issues in their village community.
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Sungjee Libellus Apartment Tenant-Representative Meeting in
Songdo 1-dong focuses on disaster prevention in the Sungjee
Libellus Apartment community. This community implements
programs aimed at spreading education on the climate crisis and
community roles, holding disaster-response picnics for residents
of Sungjee Apartment, patrolling the area at night, and taking
care of each other. In particular, residents who wish to volunteer
take time to get to know each other by participating in activities
like making volunteer vests and doing loop crafts. In addition,
the hope is for this village community to grow into an apartment
community that can realize community-based disaster prevention
by caring for the vulnerable and creating an environment of
mutual support among neighbors.
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The Songdo 4-dong Citizens Autonomous Committee prepares a
village map to create a safe village around Songdo 4-dong. When
disasters such as COVID-19 arise, an adequately designed village
map can help residents overcome the crisis by strengthening
crisis-solving abilities and social solidarity.
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Cheonghak-dong Village Net, a village community, has set ‘Loving
Cheonghak-dong, District by District” as its project name and is
conducting disaster-related-focused environmental-research
meetings, disaster camps, and educational activities to protect
Cheonghak-dong's environment. Cheonghak-dong Village Net
intends to create a resilient and sustainable village by promoting
in-depth learning about disasters through community-based

disaster-research groups and promoting various activities to
resolve existing problems.
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The Village and Neighbors, a village community in Cheonghak-
dong, actively conducts education initiatives on climate-
crisis emergencies, natural detergent and soap making, and
environmental-protection training and activity workshops under
the theme of intelligent village life responding to the climate crisis.
The village and its neighbors seek to create a culture that protects
the town from environmental pollution and global disasters and
improves the quality of life by first participating in emergency
actions to resolve the climate crisis.
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Operating a Disaster-Prevention School
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Last April, Yeonsu-gu operated a Disaster-Prevention School for
two weeks to identify a role for the village community in disaster
prevention. The Disaster-Prevention School helped provide village
communities participating in the contest with opportunities to
learn and practice before starting their activities with residents
in earnest. Such support facilitates community activities to
build disaster-resistant villages. The Disaster-Prevention School
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provided an understanding of disasters and field-simulation
education, and it was attended by village communities and village-
support activists who participated in the contest.

In addition, Yeonsu-gu plans to provide consulting support so
that communities can develop specialized items through project
operation and joint learning and joint practice to support the
formation of networks between communities and between
residents.
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Declaration Ceremony for a Disaster-Resistant Village
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On June 17, in the conference room on the 3" floor of Yeonsu-
gu Office, a disaster-resistant village declaration ceremony
was held to strengthen the disaster-response capacity of the
village community in Yeonsu-gu. This event was attended by
organizations selected for the 2021 Yeonsu-gu Warm and
Happy Village Support Project and civic groups related to
disaster and climate-crisis response.

The project encourages the formation of a village community
and supports residents’ efforts to discover and resolve local
issues on their own, thereby strengthening their autonomous
capacity and creating a community culture. For 2021, 62 village

communities (resident groups) have been selected and remain
active. Among them, the disaster-resistant village declaration

08 109

ceremony was attended by village communities promoting
projects to discover and resolve disasters relating to the
environment, safety, and disaster-prevention activities.

The ceremony started with the opening declaration under
a cotton banner, the introduction of the 2021 Yeonsu-gu
Warm and Happy Village Support Project by the community, a
campaign for a joint-practice pledge to protect the Earth, and a
special lecture on the topics of the '‘Coronavirus, climate crisis,
and human rights.’

Director Ahn Mi-sook of the Yeonsu-gu Village Development
Support Center hosted the event and said, "Unexpected disasters,
such as COVID-19, are becoming more frequent, and it takes a
considerable amount of time for the government-level response
to solve disaster problems and reach villages. This event was
promoted with this in mind." Center Director Ahn also expressed
his anticipation for this event: "If village residents' abilities to
resolve crises are strengthened, cooperation between villages
will be activated, contributing to the restoration of community
consciousness.”

A Yeonsu-gu official added, "I think the disaster-prevention
activities promoted by the village will help to strengthen Yeonsu-
gu's ability to cope with the crisis." He also said, "Through
meaningful events like this, a sustainable village community
culture will be created and social solidarity will spread, further
strengthening public-private cooperation.”
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Separate but Together, Enjoying a Contactless Summer Vacation
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Vacation season is back, bringing many people a grateful opportunity to take > ‘0"%
. . . - S S 2
a break from the daily grind of life. In particular, many individuals may be & =
especially anxious to enjoy their vacations while freeing themselves from the ° A\ °
crowds during COVID-19. For these people, we would like to present some 4
suggestions for how they can put all their focus on relaxation. Q?? &
QU apys®
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Songdo Sports Park Campground with Optimal
Cost Effectiveness

ol el frI5H,
Songdo Sports Park Campground consists of 68 sites located
within Songdo Sports Park at the Environmental Corporation
of Incheon. Usage fees for the sites remain low, as the
g_g{ o o — S - campground uses heat generated through incineration of

ﬁ B = domestic waste. In addition, sports facilities, such as a golf
: course, a soccer field, and swimming pools, are easily accessible
around the campground, meaning campers will always find
something to keep them busy. Please note that it is prohibited
to bring in outside firewood or stoves due to the risk of fire.
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Hong Gwang-sik, a local resident who visits campsites three
to four times a year, said, “l go camping often because | can
get along with my kids. This time, | came with my daughter
and grandchildren.” Hong gets great joy from watching his
grandchildren interact with the surrounding environment. He
also offered some advice based on his camping experiences.
“Many of the trees at Songdo Sports Park Campground are not
fully grown, so be sure to bring your own tarp to provide shade.”
Nam Yun-seong has been seeking out various camping
experiences for seven years, often visiting campsites with his
4-year-old daughter, who loves camping. “We live in Songdo
but often travel to other regions to go camping. This is our first
experience at Songdo Sports Park Campground. The price is
great, and we have no complaints about the facilities, though |
wish it weren't so hard to get a reservation,” he said with a big
smile.
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40 Incheonsinhang-daero 892beon-gil, Yeonsu-gu, Incheon
O 032-899-4888
& eco-i.or.kr/sportsPark
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Great Tips for Songdo Sports Park
Campground from Assistant Manager
Choi Yu—ja

“Songdo Sports Park Campground is located
in Incheon, so you can enjoy camping without
having to travel a far distance. When you visit
the campground, it is useful to bring a 30~ to
50-meter electric lead wire. With this, you can
make use of the electricity provided for free.”
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Incheon Songdo International Campsite
with an Ocean View
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Incheon Songdo International Campsite, which has 62
decks, including caravan zones, presents joyous camping
experiences with beautiful views of the ocean. Without a

doubt, reservations here are hard to come by, especially
at night, when the atmosphere grows under the lighting
and many people carefully plan out visits for a walk
around the campground. There are often buskers and
other performers on hand. On the 15th of each month,
reservations open for the following month of booking.
According to one of the individuals in charge of the
campsite, your probability of success increases if you
can narrow down your desired site in advance and then
quickly grab an open reservation.
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Jang Dae-ik, who has been camping for three years, said,
“| often go camping to give my wife a break from taking
care of our children at home and also for our children who
have missed out on so many outdoor activities due to
COVID-19. There are a lot of things to prepare when we go
camping, but, ironically, the process actually relieves stress
by getting rid of other distractions.” His explanation does
well to describe some common reasons for why camping
has become so popular.

What would Jang list among his camping essentials?
“Portable barbecue grills! A portable grill is a must for any
outdoor barbecue. It is also good for enjoying ‘bulmeong,
which refers to the simple activity of fire gazing (or staring
at burning firewood). | prepared some tomahawk steaks
for tonight’s dinner,” said Jang, proudly showing off his
two portable grills.

O QFA| AT X|47[EEZ 60
60 Jisikgiban-ro, Yeonsu-gu, Incheon
O 032-456-2650
& http://forest. maketicket.co.kr/ticket/GD102
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A Staycation for Perfect Relaxation!
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An increasing number of staycation groups are voicing their safety concemns regarding the simple
act of leaving the house. They are advocating for everyone to enjoy their downtime at home safely
and comfortably. If you need to go out, you still have to wear a mask, despite the intense summer
heat. This means you will quickly become exhausted while on the go, even when traveling just a
short distance. Let’s plan out a pleasant vacation at home, which guarantees an infection-free zone.
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This is the time to binge movies or TV series that you just could not find time to enjoy under your
busy workload. A beam projector is a great option to create a one-row movie theater just for you.
Some delicious snacks will help complete the home-theater experience.
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If you like books, be sure to devote some time to reading while on vacation. Revisiting old books
that have collected dust on your shelf can provide remarkable refreshment. A cozy armchair, bean
bag, or hammock may solidify a unique and memorable reading experience.
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If you want to go camping but can’t be bothered with all the preparation, consider camping at
home! If you have a veranda or balcony, it is even easier to enjoy the ambience of a campsite right
at home. And if this is not an option for you, try transforming your living room. For this, you can
recreate the camping atmosphere with a foldable table and chairs or even a tent. All that's missing
now is a lantern or some other mood lighting to help you enjoy your exclusive campsite!
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Cooking is an essential part of camping. These days, a lot of easy-to-
cook meal kits are available on the market. Rather than settling for a
typical dish, let us suggest Schweinshaxe, German-style jokbal (pigs’
feet), and beer. Throw in some Shakshuka (Eggs in Hell) to balance out
the greasy taste and you will be amazed with the resullts.
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Yeonsu-gu’s Free Rental Services
Useful for All Residents’ Daily Lives
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Some items are required for specific tasks, but it is not always easy or convenient to
keep such items at home just for occasional usage. Wouldn't it be nice if you could
borrow such things from a nearby location just for when you really need to use them?

For this, Yeonsu-gu provides rental services.
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Written and Photographed by Choi Yoo-jung, Yeonsu Hanmadang reporter
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Free Rental Services for Home Tools
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rolling around in your tool drawer, buying a saw may not
sound too appealing for just a one-time job. In this case,
there is a place where you can borrow the necessary tools
without feeling any burden. Yeonsu-gu rents out essential
but infrequently used home tools, such as electric drills
and hacksaws, free of charge. Anyone over the age of 19
can use this service, and Yeonsu-gu provides 27 types of
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Yeonsu-gu’s New Free Rental Services
for Improved Safety and Health
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Free Rental of Detectors for lllegally Hidden Cameras
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To relieve any anxiety about using public toilets and to

prevent crimes involving illegally hidden cameras, Yeonsu-

gu will begin renting out hidden-camera detectors for

free in July. These detectors are available for owners or

managers of private restrooms at local public places, such

as shopping malls or restaurants. Rentals are available for

up to three days. If you require such a device, apply over

the phone and then visit the center with your ID.

29| Mot=1t & 032-749-6736

Inquiries Women and Children Division & 032-749-6736

Sports Equipment Rentals at Dongchun Danuri Sports Center
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Since last June, Dongchun Danuri Sports Center at the Yeonsu
Facility Safety Corporation has been renting out four types of
exercise equipment, including basketballs, badminton rackets,
and table-tennis rackets. Each item can be made available for
a set date and time and cannot be taken off the premises.
Rentals open up after filling out an application form with your
ID card. One item may be rented per person and shall be
returned after the specified session time.
22| AT LTI ZH ZAMUE & 032-830-8031
Inquiries Cultural Project Team, Yeonsu Facility Safety Corporation
@ 032-830-8031
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Free Rental Service for Customized Cognitive Training Aids
(Memory Package Project)
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TEE = T M. - spanners, soldering irons, and silicone guns. If you need a Free Rental of Detectors for lllegally Hidden Cameras for Public ahH o] 7Rsait), THAERIEES 52 2)sle] o
71915, f_:_] T A5 F 270 A 377 ZEA specific tool, call a nearby center to check its availability. sanitation Business Facilities ‘ 221 2|uf oA Al E] BHE s Ho). 13] 144744 toj 7t
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- : : i I _ _ The Yeonsu-gu Dementia Support Center provides free
(IAIAIRER 12~1 410l te] 87 Q57 x5 25 1200 pm. to 1:00 pm. for lunchtime). Tool rentals can ZAge] W A7 e A% ZRseih A4 24 eervices | e e
b Al JEa—— = be finalized after filling out an application form at Yeonsu- 57 Ol A5 B A A0 2k 120l 4] Al 0] rental services for customized cognitive training aids
FTYHAA (T 032-749-6673), HeHEsHlE A5t 15 gu Office’s Central Monitoring Room(B2, & 032-749- doke A, W A Ha 15 A AR 9 throughout the year. These services aim to support
AR (B 032-832-0254), d-AlSTY A-H(w 6673), Cheonghak Cultural Center's Disaster Prevention Z-go| dgslt. dementia prevention and cognitive-function maintenance
032-830-8023), LA A2 YA E 25} 12 29+ Room (B1, & 032-832-0254), Yeonsujeong at Yeonsu Yeonsu-gu will offer free rentals of detectors for illegally and improvement through independent cognitive training.
A (B 032-749-6935), 25 nfeFelTa] A(EY Sports Park (& 032-830-8023), and Songdo Health and hidden cameras to public bathhouses and accommodations All residents of Yeonsu-gu over the age of 60, as well as
9:00~13:00 / & 032-821-0990)0)4 A1 A 24 = ;Z:Sggg(;t (E:)enter; Cegtral ’\<|/(?|:’1it0l’i:g Rqomlf/lBl, a2 032; until December. These business facilities can apply by IFong—tthelrmt;are institueietni,r]are\(eligible |;[)O appli.forsrentalst.

] - . Dongchun-dong Village Housing Managemen ' i ' ' or this, they can visit the Yeonsu Dementia Suppor

ofat 2= 9}, 2k 30] B uhg 9170l 13] 914 71 phone for rentals and inspections by public health officers y pp

3,
What can you do if you need to cut a thick board and you
don't have a saw? If you only have a screwdriver or an awl

office(weekdays 9:00~13:00 / & 032-821-0990). In
principle, once a tool has been rented, it should be returned
after two nights and three days. Rental extensions are
limited to one time.

after filling out the application form. The on-site inspection
schedule must be adjusted at least one week in advance.
29| QMM & 032-749-7962

Inquiries Sanitation Division & 032-749-7962

Center with the required documents (ID, etc.). Rental
periods can be extended one time by up to 14 days.

B2Oo| X|OHMMIE & 032-749-8967

Inquiries Dementia Support Center & 032-749-8967
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